Lesson 1 Essential Hermeneutical Perspectives
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[hermeneutical: relating to the study or science of the principles/methods of interpretation]
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I. Our Confusion F&AT17 A 2%

A. Sources of Confusion & LI
1. Difficulty of Prophetic Books X f#E 1) 5¢ %115
2. Disharmony in the Church <> AR
B. Results of Confusion Vi &L (%) 45 5%
1. Victimization %
2. Apathy ¥

1. Nature of a Prophet’s Experience 5&4145 ()4 i
A. Misconceptions Regarding the Prophet’s Experience 15 < 3G A4 77 i i
1. Mental State ¥R
a. out of minds & Jx
b. overwhelmed ¥
c. lostsenses KRN
d. delirious %A
2. Mechanical Inspiration AL JE 7~
3. Lack of Comprehension = 2tk
B. Prophet’s True Experience &% SZ4 )
1. Mentally Aware i %5 i i
2. Organically Inspired HHLA 7~
3. Comprehended Much 438 1

11, Original Meaning J5i 3k 1) 72 &

A. Popular Exegesis [exegesis: the process of interpreting or explaining a text]
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1. Atomistic ANIETIK
2. Ahistorical NJii 5 52K
B. Proper Exegesis: Grammatico-Historical [grammatico-historical: relating to grammar and
history]
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1. Literary Context 7 W%
2. Historical Context [fj 521 5%



IV. New Testament Perspectives 741 %4 4 J&

A. Authority B
1. Prophetic Scriptures i 5 H£ 4
2. Prophetic Intentions ¥l & 1) )i 72
B. Application [ [f]
1. Expectations =2
2. Fulfillments J{4>
a. inauguration of the kingdom [T J5f 1) B4 3t
b. continuation of the kingdom [l Jif [ 4 48
c. consummation of the kingdom [ /& ff) pl 4>



Lesson 1 Teacher's Guide =5—if ZiiTI

Lesson Objective: The purpose of this lesson is to establish the importance of carefully studying
Old Testament prophecy by focusing attention on the essential elements required for proper
understanding of this part of Scripture.
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Main Ideas: =% A0

This lesson has four main ideas: PU-™ 3<% 5 [

1.

Widespread confusion about prophecy has led to blindly following so-called experts and to
apathy.
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To develop an ability to handle prophecy well, we must understand that prophets were
organically inspired by the Holy Spirit.
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To explore prophecy more responsibly, we must search for the original meaning established by
the prophets' intentions as they spoke and wrote.
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To apply prophecy correctly to our day, we must understand the New Testament's approach to
prophecy.
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Suggested Lesson Plan: #: i [F) 202411k

1.

2.

3.

Display (on a board or overhead) and explain the main ideas of the lesson.
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Play the video tape of lesson 1 as participants take notes on outlines.
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Discuss the main ideas of the video.
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Discussion Items: i*J1¢ 8 H :

1. Have you ever seen well meaning Christians place too much hope in a particular view of

prophecy that turned out to be disappointing?
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. Give an example of how we normally approach the meaning of Paul's epistles by looking for
the original meaning first and then applying it to our lives. What is the danger of not doing this
with Paul's writings? What is the danger of not doing this with the prophets?
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. Read several parables of Jesus on the Kingdom of God (e.g. Matt. 13). How do these parables
reveal that the final age of fulfillment in Christ appears in the pattern of "inauguration,
continuation and consummation"?
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. Take the themes of victory and peace through the Messiah as found in Isaiah 9:6-7. How does
Christ fulfill this prophetic hope in the three stages of the inauguration (the defeat of Satan at
Christ's death [Heb. 2:14-15]), continuation (the victory of spiritual war now [Eph. 6:10]), and
consummation (final victory over evil [Rev. 19:11-16]) of Christ's Kingdom?
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. Look up all the uses of the word "peace™ in the New Testament. Which passages speak of
peace at the inauguration, continuation and consummation of Christ's Kingdom?
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