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How to use this lesson and study guide
· Before you watch the lesson
· Preparation — Complete any recommended readings.
· Schedule breaks — Review the outline and the time codes to determine where to begin and end your viewing session. IIIM lessons are densely packed with information, so you may want to schedule breaks. Breaks should be scheduled at major divisions in the outline.

· While you are watching the lesson
· Notes — Use the Notes section to follow the lesson and to take additional notes. Many of the main ideas are already summarized in the notes, but make sure to supplement these with your own notes. You should also add supporting details that will help you remember, describe and defend the main ideas.
· Pause/replay portions of the lesson — You may find it helpful to pause or replay the video at certain points in order to write additional notes, review difficult concepts, or discuss points of interest.
· After you watch the lesson
· Review Questions — Answer review questions in the space provided. Review questions should be completed individually rather than in a group. 
· Application Questions — Applications questions are appropriate for written assignments or as topics for group discussions. For written assignments, it is recommended that answers not exceed one page in length.
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A. Believers and Unbelievers (5:16)
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C. Baptism by the Apostles (26:25)
IV. Significance of Baptism (30:31)

A. Meaning to Believers (32:04)

B. Meaning to Infants (34:58)
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Summary (38:20)
Notes

I. Introduction 

II. People of the Covenant 

Biblical covenant: “a solemn relationship which God establishes between himself and his servant people”

Universal Covenant with all humanity:

· Adam

· Noah

National covenant with the nation of Israel

· Abraham

· Moses

· David

New Covenant with Christ:

· Christ

A. Believers and Unbelievers 
God’s covenant with Adam and Noah were made with the entire human race and included believers and unbelievers.

The national covenants with Abraham, Moses and David included many Israelites who were not redeemed from their sins.

Even the new covenant with Christ includes people who are not truly saved.

Visible church: The people of the visible church are the people of the New Covenant community. The rosters of most churches have at least some unbelievers. 

The New Testament writers were aware that not all of their readers were genuine believers. For this reason, they often warned church members to examine themselves to see if they genuinely had salvation. 

Jeremiah 31:31-34
The blessings of the new covenant began when Christ first came to earth and they continue in our day. Yet, the full measure of new covenant blessings predicted by Jeremiah will take place only when Christ returns at the end of our age.

Baptism brings people into covenant with God. Christ’s covenant has both believers and unbelievers. Out of all the people in the world who are baptized in Christ’s name, only those who have genuine and enduring faith are saved. Even baptized children must personally trust Christ to be saved.

B. Adults and their Children 
Throughout the Bible covenant privileges and responsibilities come not just to adults but also to their children.

· Adam:

· Noah:

· Abraham:

· Moses:

· David:

The children of the covenant were special in God’s eyes; they had privileges and responsibilities that people outside the covenant did not have. God promised that if they pursued their relationships with him by faith they would inherit the blessings of the covenant, but if they did not, they would fall under its curses.

The New Covenant follows the structure of the Old Testament covenants in that it includes both adults and their children, and gives them both special privileges and responsibilities.

Whether we accept or reject infant baptism, all Christians should understand that their children are in covenant with God. We should all recognize that God has a special place in his heart, in his covenant, for the children of believers.

III. Covenant Sign of Baptism 
Baptism developed during the New Testament period into the sign of God’s covenant people.

A. Old Testament Temple Washings 

God commanded the Israelites to purify themselves before they came to worship.

Through these washings the people of God removed the corruption of the world, and were made acceptable to enter God’s presence at the temple.

B. Baptism by John the Baptist 
John the Baptist ministered near the Jordan River and called the people of Israel to repent and be baptized.  
The Jews used baptism or ritual washings in at least two ways.
· When Gentiles converted to Judaism, both male and female alike were baptized to cleanse them of their pagan ways.

· Although Jews were circumcised, John rightly believed that the vast majority of Jews in his day needed to be baptized in order to be cleansed and to join his small remnant of the righteous in Israel.

C. Baptism by the Apostles 
In the early years of Christ's kingdom, the gospel went forth primarily to Jews. These Jews had already received circumcision, the Old Testament sign of the covenant.  But Jesus also required that the sign of baptism be added to circumcision.

During the time of John the Baptist and Jesus, circumcision and baptism served as dual signs identifying God’s covenant people. But, in Acts 15 the apostles declared circumcision defunct and left baptism as the sole sign which identified the covenant people.

IV. Significance of Baptism 
Baptism, like circumcision before it, always means that a person is joined to the covenant people.

A. Meaning to Believers 

Abraham’s circumcision outwardly expressed the inward reality of his saving faith, and the new relationship with God that resulted from his faith.

When men and women profess faith in Christ, they are to be baptized to give outward expression of something that has happened within them, and to ratify new relationship with God.

B. Meaning to Infants 

Circumcision was not a demonstration of faith in the infants of Israel. Instead, it symbolized their participation in the covenant, and it reminded them of their need to have personal faith in God. 

The outward sign of circumcision called these children to inward change; the process was from outside in. Children participate in the new covenant, even if they are not believers. 
Baptism replaced circumcision.  So, just as Old Testament believers circumcised their children to call them to faith, Christians should baptize their children to call them to faith.

V. Summary

Review Questions
1. Why do some Christians believe that believers and unbelievers are included within the people of the covenant?
2. Why do some Christians believe that the children of believers are included within the people of the covenant? 
3. Describe the relationship between baptism and Old Testament temple washings.

4. Compare the baptism practiced by the apostles to the baptism of John the Baptist.

5.
What is the significance of baptism for those who receive it as adult believers?

6.
 What is the significance of baptism for those who receive it as children?

7.
Why do we baptize our children?

Application Questions
1. What comfort can we derive from the knowledge that the new covenant blessings described in Jeremiah 31:31-34 have not yet been fully realized?

2. How should knowing that children are in covenant relationship with God affect your view of and relationship with children? 

3. How does the Old Testament background of baptism help you understanding of the meaning of baptism in our day?

4. In light of what you have learned in this study, how would you advise people in your church who have questions about baptizing children?
5. Realizing that sincere Christians will disagree on the matter of infant baptism, why is it important for everyone to remember and understand the reasons for infant baptism?
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