PAGE  
ii

[image: image1.jpg]inm

Biblical Education. For the World. For Free.






© 2023 by Third Millennium Ministries

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means for profit, except in brief quotations for the purposes of review, comment, or scholarship, without written permission from the publisher, Third Millennium Ministries, Inc., 316 Live Oaks Blvd., Casselberry, Florida 32707.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

About Thirdmill

Founded in 1997, Thirdmill is a non-profit Evangelical Christian ministry dedicated to providing:

Biblical Education. For the World. For Free.
Our goal is to offer free Christian education to hundreds of thousands of pastors and Christian leaders around the world who lack sufficient training for ministry. We are meeting this goal by producing and globally distributing an unparalleled multimedia seminary curriculum in English, Arabic, Mandarin, Russian, and Spanish. Our curriculum is also being translated into more than a dozen other languages through our partner ministries. The curriculum consists of graphic-driven videos, printed instruction, and internet resources. It is designed to be used by schools, groups, and individuals, both online and in learning communities.

Over the years, we have developed a highly cost-effective method of producing award-winning multimedia lessons of the finest content and quality. Our writers and editors are theologically trained educators, our translators are theologically astute native speakers of their target languages, and our lessons contain the insights of hundreds of respected seminary professors and pastors from around the world. In addition, our graphic designers, illustrators, and producers adhere to the highest production standards using state-of-the-art equipment and techniques. 

In order to accomplish our distribution goals, Thirdmill has forged strategic partnerships with churches, seminaries, Bible schools, missionaries, Christian broadcasters and satellite television providers, and other organizations. These relationships have already resulted in the distribution of countless video lessons to indigenous leaders, pastors, and seminary students. Our websites also serve as avenues of distribution and provide additional materials to supplement our lessons, including materials on how to start your own learning community. 

Thirdmill is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) corporation. We depend on the generous, tax-deductible contributions of churches, foundations, businesses, and individuals. For more information about our ministry, and to learn how you can get involved, please visit www.thirdmill.org.

CONTENTS
1HOW TO USE THIS LESSON GUIDE

Notes
2
I.
Introduction (0:20)
2
II.
Circumstances (3:13)
2
A.
Importance (5:07)
2
1.
Beatitudes, Matt. 5:3-12 (7:03)
2
2.
Lord’s Prayer, Matt 6:9-13 (11:08)
3
3.
Earthly Needs, Matt. 6:25-34 (13:19)
4
B.
Components (14:48)
4
1.
King (15:13)
4
2.
People (20:34)
5
3.
Covenants (25:49)
6
C.
Development (31:11)
7
1.
Initial Peace (33:20)
7
2.
Rebellion (36:48)
8
3.
Final Peace (39:57)
9
III.
Life (42:29)
9
A.
Glorify God (44:58)
10
1.
Glory of God (45:20)
10
2.
Glorification of God (49:29)
10
B.
Enjoy God (54:17)
11
1.
Role of Humanity (56:11)
11
2.
Rule of the Law (58:28)
12
IV.
Program (1:03:39)
13
A.
Cultural Mandate (1:04:54)
13
1.
Definition (1:05:26)
13
2.
Creation Ordinances (1:08:44)
13
3.
Applications (1:13:53)
15
B.
Great Commission (1:21:28)
16
1.
Definition (1:21:40)
16
2.
Implications (1:24:05)
17
3.
Cultural Mandate (1:26:15)
18
V.
Conclusion (1:36:14)
20
Review Questions
21
Application Questions
26
Glossary
27



HOW TO USE THIS LESSON GUIDE

This lesson guide is designed for use in conjunction with the associated video. If you do not have access to the video, the lesson guide will also work with the audio and/or text versions of the lesson. Additionally, the video and lesson guide are intended to be used in a learning community, but they also can be used for individual study if necessary.

· Before you watch the lesson
· Prepare — Complete any recommended readings.

· Schedule viewing — The Notes section of the lesson guide has been divided into segments that correspond to the video. Using the time codes found in parentheses beside each major division, determine where to begin and end your viewing session. IIIM lessons are densely packed with information, so you may also want to schedule breaks. Breaks should be scheduled at major divisions.

· While you are watching the lesson

· Take notes — The Notes section of the lesson guide contains a basic outline of the lesson, including the time codes for the beginning of each segment and key notes to guide you through the information. Many of the main ideas are already summarized, but make sure to supplement these with your own notes. You should also add supporting details that will help you to remember, describe, and defend the main ideas.
· Record comments and questions — As you watch the video, you may have comments and/or questions on what you are learning. Use the margins to record your comments and questions so that you can share these with the group following the viewing session.

· Pause/replay portions of the lesson — You may find it helpful to pause or replay the video at certain points in order to write additional notes, review difficult concepts, or discuss points of interest.
· After you watch the lesson
· Complete Review Questions — Review Questions are based on the basic content of the lesson. You should answer Review Questions in the space provided. These questions should be completed individually rather than in a group. 
· Answer/discuss Application Questions — Application Questions are questions relating the content of the lesson to Christian living, theology, and ministry. Application questions are appropriate for written assignments or as topics for group discussions. For written assignments, it is recommended that answers not exceed one page in length.

Notes
I. Introduction (0:20)
Ethical judgment involves the application of God’s Word to a situation by a person.
II. Circumstances (3:13)
A. Importance (5:07)
Ethical judgment should always have the proper goal in mind — God’s glory. 
The ultimate goal of history is to display God’s kingship through the reign of Christ. 
God is most glorified when he is acknowledged by all creatures as the supreme creator, the King over all (1 Timothy 1:17).
The kingdom of God is the highest goal of ethics.

1. Beatitudes, Matt. 5:3-12 (7:03)
“Beatitude” – a statement about blessedness

“Christian ethics” – theology viewed as a means of determining which persons, acts and attitudes receive God’s blessing and which do not

What God blesses is morally good and right:
· 5:3, 10 – “theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
· 5:5 – “they shall inherit the earth.” 
· 5:9 – “they shall be called sons of God.” 
Jesus set forth the blessings of God’s kingdom as the reward or goal that was to motivate his listeners to live ethically. 

2. Lord’s Prayer, Matt 6:9-13 (11:08)
The kingdom focus of Jesus’ statements:

· “Our Father … in heaven” – God is royal Father, the divine king enthroned in heaven, the great Father of his empire. 

· “hallowed be your name” – Revere God’s name.

· “Your kingdom come” – Pray for the fulfillment of God’s kingdom on earth.

· “your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” – All creatures in heaven already obey God’s will. 
Jesus set forth the kingdom of God as a high priority for Christian ethics.

3. Earthly Needs, Matt. 6:25-34 (13:19)
Jesus taught that we should not experience anxiety; we should focus on God’s kingdom (Matthew 6:31-33).
Our primary concern should be the glorification of God through the triumph of his kingdom on earth.

B. Components (14:48)
1. King (15:13)
Good kings ruled wisely to benefit their people, protecting them from foreign powers and from natural and domestic problems.
Scripture presents God as the suzerain, or supreme emperor, over all creation and earthly kings as his vassals (Psalm 103:19).
God is king over all nations (Psalm 47:9, NIV). 

He is king in a special way over Old Testament Israel and the New Testament church (1 Chronicles 29:23; Matthew 5:34-35).

2. People (20:34)
God reigns been over every living person. 
God’s kingdom usually refers to the people that God has called to himself 
God set up humanity as his vassal kings to rule over all creation as his servant (Psalm 8:5-6).
Part of humanity’s job was to make the whole world resemble the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:8-9).
God gave humanity the responsibility to populate the whole world with citizens of God’s kingdom, and to improve it (Genesis 1:28). 
God ruled directly over all humanity, and intended the entire world to be his kingdom:

· Abraham – God narrowed his focus to a national level (Genesis 17:6).

· Jesus –  the final vassal king over God’s people on earth (Matthew 27:11).
God’s kingdom now includes people from every race, and it continues to spread to the ends of the earth (Revelation 5:9-10).

3. Covenants (25:49)
Ancient suzerain kings often administered their great empires by imposing covenants or treaties upon vassal nations and their kings. 

God administered his kingdom through covenants: 

· God’s blessings toward his people 

· their obligations toward God 

· the consequences of obedience or disobedience 

Covenants between God and his people: 
· Adam (Hosea 6:7) 
· Noah (Genesis 6, 9) 
· Abraham (Genesis 15, 17) 
· Moses (Exodus 19–24) 
· David (2 Samuel 7; Psalms 89, 132)

· Christ (Luke 22:20; Hebrews 12:23-29)

God has always administered his kingdom through covenants —God is our king and that we are his kingdom servants. 
Our covenant relationship with God helps us understand how each aspect of our lives should work to bring glory to our great king.

C. Development (31:11)
Historical phases in the Bible:
· creation 
· Fall 
· redemption 

1. Initial Peace (33:20)
At creation, humanity lived in perfect harmony with God and he appointed human beings to serve as his vassal kings. 
Scripture often looks back to this garden setting as a time of great peace and prosperity (Isaiah 51:3).

All the components of the covenant worked properly to favor humanity:
· God showed goodwill toward his people.
· Adam and Eve served and obeyed God. 
· Their obedience resulted in great blessings from God. 

2. Rebellion (36:48)
Humanity’s initial rebellion against God (Genesis 3):

· The serpent tempted Eve to eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil 
· Eve gave in to the temptation
· She gave some of the fruit to Adam, and he ate it. 
Humanity violated their covenant obligations and received covenant curses:

· thrown out of the garden 
· ground was hard to work 
· childbirth was painful 
· sickness, famine, wild animals, war threatened them  
Humanity continued to rebel against the great King, and God has continued to punish humanity with covenant curses. 
We continue to rebel and perpetuate the covenant curses. 

3. Final Peace (39:57)
God began to restore peace to his kingdom immediately after humanity’s fall into sin (Genesis 3:15).
He promised that the woman’s offspring would crush the serpent’s head (proto-euangelion, “first gospel”).

Throughout the history God was working toward the goal of the full redemption and success of his kingdom.
Jesus came to earth as God’s anointed one, to reestablish a faithful kingdom and spread God’s kingdom over the whole world. 
III. Life (42:29)
The most important ethical goal for us to pursue is the glory of God through the triumph of his kingdom. 

We are to pursue the glory of God and  the enjoyment of God forever (Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 1).
A. Glorify God (44:58)
1. Glory of God (45:20)
God’s “glory” — kavod; doxa — often refers to his appearance (Exodus 24:17; Ezekiel 10:4).

The glory of God as the goal of ethics concerns God’s fame and reputation (Exodus 14:4).

God’s people are to appreciate his power and increase his fame and reputation, proclaiming his deeds and giving him thanks (Psalm 29:1-2; Revelation 4:9-11).

2. Glorification of God (49:29)
Human beings are obligated to glorify God because he is our king.

God assigned humanity a purpose to rule over the earth, spread his rule and kingdom blessings throughout the world (Genesis 1:26-28). 
Scripture emphasizes God’s glory:

· Psalms – teach us meditate on God’s good works and power, which increases his reputation. 
· Historical books – record many of God’s works and power, mercy and judgment. 
· Prophetic books – teach us to hope in God’s future glory. 
Obedience to all of God’s commandments is actually equated with reverence for his glory (Deuteronomy 28:58).
Jesus taught that the commandment to love God is the foundation of all the other commandments (Matthew 22:37-40; Deuteronomy 6:5). 
B. Enjoy God (54:17)
Proper human enjoyment brings glory to God.

1. Role of Humanity (56:11)
Humanity’s role was to populate and rule over God’s kingdom. 

The people of God’s kingdom should be characterized by joy and peace (Romans 14:17).

God’s kingdom is a cause for great joy and should produce happiness and enjoyment in us (Matthew 13:44). 
2. Rule of the Law (58:28)
God’s law is the revealed standard by which he governs his kingdom, and we are obligated to live by it. 

If we try to gain salvation by keeping the law, the law will condemn us to death (Galatians 3:10).

The proper use of God’s law as a great blessing to humanity (Psalm 1:2, 119:29; Deuteronomy 28:1-14)

The law was given for our good, for our prosperity, and for our joy (Psalm 19:7-8).

When we obey God’s law, we enjoy him and glorify him at the same time. 

Our enjoyment of God is often hindered by our suffering.

God uses suffering as a refiner uses fire to burn off the impurities of precious metals (Romans 5:3-5; James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 4:13). 
IV. Program (1:03:39)
God’s goal has always been to establish his kingdom throughout the world.

He has given rather specific goals to tell his people how to accomplish his overarching goal in every age.

A. Cultural Mandate (1:04:54)
1. Definition (1:05:26)
“Cultural mandate” – God’s command that human beings expand his kingdom to the ends of the earth through the development of human culture (Genesis 1:28)
Humanity was to improve and populate the world, expand the community of God’s people, and make the world fit for God’s presence. 

2. Creation Ordinances (1:08:44)
“Creation ordinance” – a command or requirement that God established when he first made the heavens and the earth
The standards he determined for Adam and Eve before the Fall remain the ideal standards for human behavior and morality today.

· Marriage
God created both male and female human beings for the purpose of marriage; one man with one woman (Genesis 2:24).
The creation ordinance of marriage directly relates to the cultural mandate’s command to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 
· Labor
Adam and Eve were created to labor in God’s garden (Genesis 2:15, 18). 
The human race is morally obligated to labor on God’s behalf — filling and subduing the earth, and having dominion over it. 
The church must always affirm and engage in marriage and labor, expanding God’s kingdom on earth, and bringing him honor and glory.

3. Applications (1:13:53)
The cultural mandate was given at creation, before humanity’s fall into sin. 
Human culture was corrupted at the Fall,, and God cursed humanity because of sin (Genesis 3:16-19).

It became far more difficult for humanity to meet their obligation to subdue the earth and to spread God’s kingdom geographically.

The cultural mandate now has an expanded application. 
Subduing and filling the earth means that we must restore and redeem fallen human societies by purging sin from our cultures. 
God indicated that he would not abandon his creation to sin and curse but would redeem it through Eve’s offspring (Genesis 3:15, NIV). 
God repeated the command to fill the earth after the flood (Genesis 9). 
He promised that Abraham’s descendants would overtake the existing pagan cultures and replace them with God’s kingdom (Genesis 15, 17, 22). 
The Abrahamic promises were confirmed to Moses (Deuteronomy 28) and to David and his descendants (Psalm 89).

Jesus will eventually rule over the entire earth, extending God’s kingdom to every corner (Revelation 11:15).

· He will perfect the world and the human race by destroying his enemies and completely redeeming and restoring believers (Hebrews 10:12-14).
· He will be married to the church (Ephesians 5:25-27).
· He will have many children, because every believer is his child (Hebrews 2:13).

B. Great Commission (1:21:28)
1. Definition (1:21:40)
“Great Commission” – Christ’s appointment of the eleven faithful apostles as his authoritative representatives and his charge to them to spread the kingdom of God throughout the whole world (Matthew 28:18-20)
Essential elements of the Great Commission: 

· Jesus’ statement that he possessed the authority to build his kingdom and to commission the apostles to do the work. 

· Jesus’ charge to the apostles instructing and authorizing them to build his kingdom. 

· Jesus’ assurance that he would empower and protect the apostles in this endeavor.

The Great Commission also binds the church to continue their work. 

2. Implications (1:24:05)
The church’s responsibility is to continue the kingdom program that the apostles started.
Jesus’ instructed his disciples to expand the kingdom of God to include the nations themselves (Matthew 28:19-20).

Throughout every generation, we must work to bring the whole world into God’s kingdom.

3. Cultural Mandate (1:26:15)
· Similarities (1:26:29)
Both obligate humanity to build God’s kingdom, and to fill the earth with citizens of God’s kingdom.

The Great Commission continues to be an important way in which the church is to apply the cultural mandate.
· Differences (1:27:47)
The cultural mandate is for every age — the Great Commission is for the church age. 
The cultural mandate is our responsibility —the Great Commission is the application of that mandate. 
The cultural mandate is broad — the Great Commission is narrow, focusing only on some responsibilities: 
· cultural mandate: humanity to marry and bear children
· Great Commission: increase the number of God’s servants by making disciples.
· cultural mandate: labor to build human societies that honor God
· Great Commission: labor to make disciples and build the church 
· Priorities (1:31:33)
The cultural mandate is the ultimate goal of humanity — the triumph of the kingdom of God throughout the world. 
Christ’s followers use the Great Commission as a means to fulfill the cultural mandate. 
They are not in opposition — one is simply the application of the other until Christ returns. 
Obedience in one situation may look different from obedience in another situation (1 Corinthians 9:15-23).

The cultural mandate reveals God’s overarching program for his kingdom. 
God is redeeming and restoring the human race through evangelism and teaching (the Great Commission).
V. Conclusion (1:36:14)
Review Questions
1. Explain how Jesus’ emphasized the importance of the Kingdom of God in three different sections of the Sermon on the Mount. 

2. What are the three main components of the Kingdom of God? What is the relationship between them?

3. Outline the historical development of the kingdom of God through its three major periods.

4. Why and how are we to glorify God?

5. Why and how are we to enjoy God?

6. What is the relationship between God’s glory and our enjoyment of him? How can it be said that they comprise a single goal?

7. What is the Cultural Mandate? How does it’s modern application compare to its original application?

8. What is the Great Commission? How are we to apply it in modern life?

9. What is the relationship between the Cultural Mandate and the Great Commission? What should we do when they seem to be in tension?

Application Questions
1.   
How does consideration for God’s kingdom aid us when making ethical decisions? 

2. 
Describe a practical example of paying proper attention to the kingdom of God in an ethical decision.

3.   
What implications can we draw for Christian ethics from the fact that human beings are the image of God?
4.   
List three changes you might make in your life to increase God’s fame and reputation, and explain why they would have this effect.

5.   
In what ways is your life characterized by joy and peace? In what ways do you fall short of this goal?

6.   
Do you think of God’s law as a joy and delight, as a burden, as irrelevant to Christian living, or as something else? Why? How does your view of the law need to change to become more biblical?

7.   
How can marriage aid a person in fulfilling the Cultural Mandate and the Great Commission? How can singleness aid a person in fulfilling these same commands?

8.  
What would society look like if the Cultural Mandate were successfully and consistently applied throughout the world?

9.   
What are you currently doing in life to help fulfill the Great Commission? What additional steps could you take to be more effective in reaching this goal?

10. 
What is the most significant insight you have learned from this study? Why?

Glossary 

Beatitudes – Jesus’ statements in Matthew 5:3-12 that each begin with the phrase "Blessed are" 

Christian ethics – Theology viewed as a means of determining which human persons, acts and attitudes receive God’s blessing and which do not

covenant – A binding legal agreement made between two people or groups of people, or between God and a person or group of people 

creation ordinances – Moral requirements/commands established by God’s first acts of creation 

cultural mandate – The command in Genesis 1:28 instructing humanity to develop and rule the creation to display God's glory

doxa – Greek term (transliteration) meaning “praise,” “honor,” “glory”

ecclesiastical – Relating to the church, especially as an established institution

ethical judgment – The application of God’s Word to a situation by a person 

ethics – The study of moral right and wrong; the study of what is good and what is evil

existential perspective – Ethical perspective that considers the person, the motives, and the inner leading of the Holy Spirit; one of the three perspectives on human knowledge used by theologian John Frame in his Tri-Perspectivalism; concerned with the response of the believing heart through emotion and feeling


Great Commission – Christ's appointment of the eleven faithful apostles as his authoritative representatives and his charge to spread the kingdom of God throughout the whole world (Matthew 28:19-20)
kavod: Hebrew term (transliteration) meaning “glory” or “honor”

kingdom of God – God’s sovereign and unchanging rule over all of creation

normative perspective – Ethical perspective that looks to God's Word as the norm or standard for making ethical decisions

proto-euangelion – Theological term for "first gospel" or the first promise of redemption found in Genesis 3:15 

situational perspective – Approach to ethics with an emphasis on the situation and how the details of our circumstances relate to our ethical decisions

suzerain – A powerful emperor or king that ruled over smaller nations; the more powerful party of a covenant, the one to whom it was necessary to submit

vassal – A king or nation that must submit to a more powerful emperor or king (suzerain) 

Westminster Shorter Catechism – A traditional Protestant summary of Christian teaching, originally published in 1647
The Situational Perspective: Pursuing Our Goal
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