
[image: image1.jpg]inm

Biblical Education. For the World. For Free.





© 2012 by Third Millennium Ministries

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means for profit, except in brief quotations for the purposes of review, comment, or scholarship, without written permission from the publisher, Third Millennium Ministries, Inc., 316 Live Oaks Blvd., Casselberry, Florida 32707.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

About Thirdmill

Founded in 1997, Thirdmill is a non-profit Evangelical Christian ministry dedicated to providing:

Biblical Education. For the World. For Free.
Our goal is to offer free Christian education to hundreds of thousands of pastors and Christian leaders around the world who lack sufficient training for ministry. We are meeting this goal by producing and globally distributing an unparalleled multimedia seminary curriculum in English, Arabic, Mandarin, Russian, and Spanish. Our curriculum is also being translated into more than a dozen other languages through our partner ministries. The curriculum consists of graphic-driven videos, printed instruction, and internet resources. It is designed to be used by schools, groups, and individuals, both online and in learning communities.

Over the years, we have developed a highly cost-effective method of producing award-winning multimedia lessons of the finest content and quality. Our writers and editors are theologically-trained educators, our translators are theologically-astute native speakers of their target languages, and our lessons contain the insights of hundreds of respected seminary professors and pastors from around the world. In addition, our graphic designers, illustrators, and producers adhere to the highest production standards using state-of-the-art equipment and techniques. 

In order to accomplish our distribution goals, Thirdmill has forged strategic partnerships with churches, seminaries, Bible schools, missionaries, Christian broadcasters and satellite television providers, and other organizations. These relationships have already resulted in the distribution of countless video lessons to indigenous leaders, pastors, and seminary students. Our websites also serve as avenues of distribution and provide additional materials to supplement our lessons, including materials on how to start your own learning community. 

Thirdmill is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) corporation. We depend on the generous, tax-deductible contributions of churches, foundations, businesses, and individuals. For more information about our ministry, and to learn how you can get involved, please visit www.thirdmill.org.

CONTENTS

1HOW TO USE THIS LESSON GUIDE


2Notes


2I.
Introduction (0:20)


2II.
Background (2:11)


2A.
Author (2:22)


21.
Traditional View (3:15)


32.
Personal History (13:07)


4B.
Occasion (17:40)


41.
Location (18:10)


52.
Audience (21:35)


53.
Date (25:28)


64.
Purpose (30:15)


6III.
Structure and Content (35:06)


6A.
Introduction (37:17)


7B.
Jesus’ Public Ministry (38:31)


71.
Preparation for Ministry (39:35)


72.
First Passover (44:01)


83.
Unnamed Feast (51:06)


84.
Second Passover (51:45)


85.
Feast of Tabernacles (53:04)


96.
Feast of Dedication (55:12)


97.
Third Passover (57:39)


9C.
Jesus’ Private Ministry (59:04)


91.
Last Supper (1:00:33)


102.
Death and Resurrection (1:09:00)


11IV.
Major Themes (1:20:55)


11A.
Believing (1:21:41)


12B.
Christ (1:25:05)


121.
Temple (1:28:33)


132.
Feasts (1:35:15)


143.
Law (1:40:12)


14C.
Son of God (1:46:59)


141.
Divine (1:48:10)


142.
Human (1:53:17)


15D.
Life (1:54:57)


15V.
Conclusion (2:00:31)


16Review Questions


21Application Questions


22Glossary





HOW TO USE THIS LESSON GUIDE

This lesson guide is designed for use in conjunction with the associated video. If you do not have access to the video, the lesson guide will also work with the audio and/or manuscript versions of the lesson. Additionally, the video and lesson guide are intended to be used in a learning community, but they also can be used for individual study if necessary.

· Before you watch the lesson
· Prepare — Complete any recommended readings.

· Schedule viewing — The Notes section of the lesson guide has been divided into segments that correspond to the video. Using the time codes found in parentheses beside each major division, determine where to begin and end your viewing session. IIIM lessons are densely packed with information, so you may also want to schedule breaks. Breaks should be scheduled at major divisions.

· While you are watching the lesson

· Take notes — The Notes section of the lesson guide contains a basic outline of the lesson, including the time codes for the beginning of each segment and key notes to guide you through the information. Many of the main ideas are already summarized, but make sure to supplement these with your own notes. You should also add supporting details that will help you to remember, describe, and defend the main ideas.
· Record comments and questions — As you watch the video, you may have comments and/or questions on what you are learning. Use the margins to record your comments and questions so that you can share these with the group following the viewing session.

· Pause/replay portions of the lesson — You may find it helpful to pause or replay the video at certain points in order to write additional notes, review difficult concepts, or discuss points of interest.
· After you watch the lesson
· Complete Review Questions — Review Questions are based on the basic content of the lesson. You should answer Review Questions in the space provided. These questions should be completed individually rather than in a group. 
· Answer/discuss Application Questions — Application Questions are questions relating the content of the lesson to Christian living, theology, and ministry. Application questions are appropriate for written assignments or as topics for group discussions. For written assignments, it is recommended that answers not exceed one page in length.    

Notes

I. Introduction (0:20)

II. Background (2:11)

A. Author (2:22)
John: One of Jesus’ most trusted companions and a pillar of faith in the early Christian community.

John’s New Testament writings: 

· The Gospel of John

· 1, 2 and 3 John

· Revelation

1. Traditional View (3:15)
The traditional view that the apostle John wrote this gospel is reliable.

· Manuscripts:
· Papyrus number 75, referred to as “P-75”
· Papyrus number 66, referred to as “P-66”
· Codex Sinaiticus

· Codex Vaticanus
· Internal Evidence:
· Author had a strong understanding of Jewish law. 
· Strong evidence that the author was a Palestinian Jew.
· Gives the impression that it was written by an eyewitness.
· “the disciple whom Jesus loved”: John 21:20-24, 13:23, 19:26-27, 20:2-8, 21:7.
· Early Church
Affirmed that John was the author: 

· Clement of Alexandria

· Tertullian

· Irenaeus

2. Personal History (13:07)
· James and John: “the sons of Zebedee”

· Fisherman: Mark 1:14-21

· His mother’s name was Salome.
· Fiery temperament: Mark 3:17

· Member of the inner circle of disciples.
· One of the pillars of the church in Jerusalem.
B. Occasion (17:40)
1. Location (18:10)
Most likely that John wrote in Ephesus for an audience that lived in Asia Minor.

John’s comments about Palestinian Jewish customs point to an audience that lived outside Palestine.

No ancient source ever suggests that any group other than residents of Asia Minor were its intended recipients.
Close connection between John’s gospel and the book of Revelation, which was written for seven churches in Asia Minor.

Followers of John the Baptist continued in Ephesus at least until that time.

2. Audience (21:35)
Intended for the whole church throughout the ages. 

Special relevance for members of a Jewish community who:

· believed that Jesus was the Messiah

· continued to worship in the synagogue

· had other significant contacts with the Jewish community

3. Date (25:28)

· A.D. 85-90

· No predictions of the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, which took place in A.D. 70.
· Split between the church and the synagogue was most bitter.
· Written after the other three gospels.

· Papyrus number 52
· Referred to as the Rylands Papyrus.
· Contains a part of John chapter 18.
· A.D. 100-150.
· Latest possible date: A.D. 90-100.
4. Purpose (30:15)
Confirm belief that Jesus was both the Christ and the Son of God.

III. Structure and Content (35:06)
John 1:10-14
· Jesus came into the world.

· He was rejected by his own people.

· Some received and believed in him.

· Those believers became his witnesses.
A. Introduction (37:17)
· Word of God: John 1:1-3

· Jesus came into a dark world: John 1:4-5

· Jesus’ incarnation revealed his glory: John 1:14
B. Jesus’ Public Ministry (38:31)
1. Preparation for Ministry (39:35)
· John the Baptist: 1:19-36
· Calling of First Disciples: 1:37-51
· Rabbi: 1:38
· Messiah: 1:41
· The one Moses wrote about: 1:45
· The Son of God / King of Israel: 1:49
· The Son of Man: 1:51
· First Miracles: 2:1-12
· A sign that revealed Jesus’ glory
· Signs Identify Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God 
2. First Passover (44:01)
· Cleansing of the Temple: 2:13-25
· Nicodemus: 3:1-21
· John the Baptist: 3:22-36
· Samaritan Woman: 4:1-42
· Healing of a Child: 4:43-54
One important theme that runs throughout the section dealing with the first Passover is faith.
3. Unnamed Feast (51:06)
· Healing on Sabbath: 5:1-15
· Jesus’ Response: 5:16-47
4. Second Passover (51:45)
· Feeding Five Thousand: 6:1-15
· Walking on Water: 6:16-24
· Bread from Heaven: 6:25-71
5. Feast of Tabernacles (53:04)
· Observance and Fulfillment: 7:1-52
· True Sonship: 8:12-59
· Healing of a Blind Man: 9:1-41
· The Good Shepherd: 10:1-21
6. Feast of Dedication (55:12)

· Observance and Fulfillment: 10:22-40
· Resurrection of Lazarus: 11:1-57
7. Third Passover (57:39)

· Anointing for Burial: 12:1-11
· Triumphal Entry: 12:12-19
· Public Announcement: 12:20-50
C. Jesus’ Private Ministry (59:04)
1. Last Supper (1:00:33)
· Service: 13:1-30

Jesus symbolized his whole earthly ministry as he humbly washed his disciples’ feet.

· Comfort: 13:31-14:31
Jesus prepared his faithful disciples for the fact that he would soon be leaving them.

· Preparation: 15:1-16:33
Jesus prepared his disciples for his departure and for their future ministries.

· Prayer: 17:1-26
Jesus interceded for his followers in priestly ways.

2. Death and Resurrection (1:09:00)
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ death and resurrection, and their associated events, are often described as the hour of Jesus’ glory.

· Arrest and Trials: 18:1-19:17
· Arrest: 18:1-11
· Trial before Caiaphas: 18:12-27
· Trial before Pilate: 18:28-19:16
· Crucifixion: 19:16-37
Jesus wasn’t taken by surprise; everything took place according to God’s plan.

· Resurrection: 20:1-31
· Empty Tomb: 20:1-9
· Appearances: 20:10-31

IV. Major Themes (1:20:55)
A. Believing (1:21:41)
Believe: Related to words like “receive,” “come to,” and “know.”

Conversion: Becoming children of God and obtaining eternal life.
In some passages, “believe” signifies superficial faith — “temporary” or “hypocritical” faith.

B. Christ (1:25:05)

“Christ” or “Messiah” had become the functional equivalent of “King of Israel.” 
As Israel’s king, Jesus represented Israel in every capacity and served both as their substitute and as the conduit of God’s blessing to them.

Jesus fulfilled and succeeded in everything that Israel had been called by God to be and do.

1. Temple (1:28:33)
Jesus fulfills the Old Testament theme of God’s tabernacle and temple.
Place where God had promised to be present with his people in a special way.
Manifestations of God’s presence: times when God concentrated his presence in particular locations.

God associated his special presence first with the tabernacle and later with the temple.

Jesus was now providing the same access to God’s special presence.

After Jesus was no longer physically present on earth, his followers would enjoy the special presence of God.

2. Feasts (1:35:15)
Jesus fulfilled the significance of Israel’s feasts
God established these feasts to:

· Identify Israel as his royal priesthood.
· Give them regular ways to enjoy the blessings of his special presence in the tabernacle and temple.
· Feast of Passover:
· Feast of Tabernacles:
· Feast of Dedication:
3. Law (1:40:12)
The Law was given to true believers as a guide toward God’s blessings.

The Law always pointed beyond itself to Jesus.

C. Son of God (1:46:59)
1. Divine (1:48:10)
· Relationship between the Son and the Father.

· “I Am”
2. Human (1:53:17)
The term “Son of God” was used to refer to the human king who sat on David’s throne as king over Israel.

· Son of God

· King of the Jews
D. Life (1:54:57)

Eternal life is a relationship with God — a personal experience of his presence and involvement in our lives.
Eternal life: A gift of deliverance from divine judgment into never-ending joy and peace.
Jesus: the creator and the source of life, possesses the words of life, and is the “One and Only.”
V. Conclusion (2:00:31)

Jesus is the fulfillment of all of God’s promises of blessing.

Review Questions

1.
How do we know that the Apostle John wrote the Gospel of John?
2.
What was the purpose for John writing his gospel?
3.
In John 1, how did John summarize the whole gospel?
4.
How did Jesus’ own people treat him when he began his public ministry?
5.
What events took place during Jesus’ private ministry?
6.
What did the conclusion of Jesus’ ministry confirm?
7.
Why is the concept of believing so important to John’s gospel?
8.
How was Jesus the fulfillment of God’s ancient promises to his people Israel?
9.
How is Jesus’ identity as the Son of God parallel to his identity as the Christ?
10.
What is eternal life?
Application Questions

1. How does knowing that John wrote the Gospel of John influence the way we read it?

2. How should the purpose behind John’s gospel impact the way we live?

3. How does Jesus’ farewell discourse apply to your life?
4. How does John’s gospel influence the way we read the other gospels?

5. How should we live knowing that Jesus has miraculously changed our lives?
6. How should we live in light of Jesus’ resurrection and coming return?

7. What encouragement do we gain from Jesus’ high priestly prayer?
8. Why is it important to know that Jesus was willing to be crucified?

9. What can we learn from Thomas being skeptical about Jesus’ resurrection?

10. How should we view God’s Law, knowing that Jesus has fulfilled it?
11. How should Jesus being “I Am” impact the way we read the Old and New Testaments?
12. How should we respond to the gift of eternal life that we have through Jesus?
13. What is the most significant thing you learned in this lesson?
Glossary
A.D. 70 – Year that Jerusalem and the second temple were destroyed by the Romans 

Antiochus IV – Greek ruler from 175-164 B.C. who massacred Jews, defiled the temple, and ordered Jews to worship Zeus; often called "Epiphanes" because he thought he was "god manifest"

Caiaphas – High priest in Jerusalem during Jesus’ public ministry; a Sadducee and member of the Sanhedrin who had a leading role in the trial that led to Jesus’ crucifixion

Capernaum – City on the northern coast of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus often preached and performed miracles early in his ministry

Christ – From the Greek word "christos" meaning "the anointed" or "anointed one"; closely tied to the Old Testament Hebrew term "messiah" 

christos – Greek word (transliteration) for Christ; used in the Septuagint to translate "mashiach" or "messiah," meaning "anointed one"

Clement of Alexandria – (ca. A.D. 150-215) Early church father and writer from Alexandria

Codex Sinaiticus – A Greek manuscript of the Bible handwritten in the middle of the 4th century that was discovered in a convent at the foot of Mount Sinai

Codex Vaticanus – A 4th-century Greek manuscript of the Bible housed in the Vatican library; believed to be the oldest extant copy of the Greek Bible; written by scribes on sheets of parchment in a three-column format

crucifixion – a form of the death penalty used in the ancient Roman Empire in which criminals were tied or nailed to a cross and then hung there until they died, typically by suffocation; the means by which Jesus died

egkainia – Greek word (transliteration) meaning “dedication” or “renewal,” as in the Feast of Dedication 


Ephesus – City in Asia Minor; visited by Paul on his third missionary journey; place where John probably wrote the fourth gospel; said to have lost their "first love" in Revelation 

euangelion – Greek word (transliteration) for "gospel"; literally "good news"

euangelion kata Iōannēn – Greek phrase (transliteration) meaning "the gospel according to John"  

Eusebius – (A.D. 263-340) Early Christian historian who wrote Ecclesiastical History
Feast of Dedication  – Eight-day Jewish festival celebrating the Maccabees’ successful revolt against Antiochus IV and the subsequent purification of the temple in 165 B.C.; today called “Hanukkah” or the “Festival of Lights”

Feast of Tabernacles – Week-long Jewish festival commanded by God in Leviticus 23 that celebrates God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt; also called the “Feast of Booths” or “Sukkot”

hagiazō – Greek word (transliteration) meaning “to make holy,” “consecrate,” “sanctify”

Hanukkah – Also called “Feast of Dedication” or “Festival of Lights”; Eight-day Jewish festival celebrating the Maccabees’ successful revolt against Antiochus IV and the subsequent purification of the temple in 165 B.C.

Irenaeus – (ca. A.D. 130-202) Second-century bishop and early Christian writer who wrote Against Heresies in which he refuted Gnosticism and affirmed the validity of the four gospels 

John – Son of Zebedee and brother of James; one of the twelve Apostles; author of the Gospel of John; 1, 2, 3 John; and the book of Revelation; sometimes called "the disciple Jesus loved"


John the Baptist – New Testament prophet who called for true repentance and proclaimed that the arrival of God's kingdom was near; identified Jesus as the Messiah and prepared the way for Jesus’ public ministry

Luke – Author of the third gospel and the book of Acts; a Gentile convert to Christianity and one of Paul's co-workers; believed to have been a physician

Maccabees – Jewish family of priests, led by Mattathias, who organized a successful revolt against Antiochus IV and the Greeks starting around 168 B.C. 

manna – A type of food that God provided for Israel in the desert during the exodus from Egypt; also called “bread from heaven” 

Mark – Also known as John Mark; author of the Gospel of Mark and cousin of Barnabas; accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey

Martyr, Justin – (ca. A.D. 100-165) Early Christian apologist who converted to Christianity as an adult and was martyred for his beliefs

mashiach/meshiach – Hebrew word (transliteration) for "messiah"; anointed one

Matthew – One of the twelve Apostles and author of the Gospel of Matthew; a tax collector when Jesus called him; also known as Levi

Messiah – Hebrew word meaning "anointed one"; the great King from David’s royal line who would bring about the transition from this age to the age to come; translated "Christos" in Greek 

Moses – Old Testament prophet and deliverer who led the Israelites out of Egypt; man with whom God made a national "covenant of law" and who administered the Ten Commandments and the Book of the Covenant to the Israelites; also appeared with Elijah at Jesus' transfiguration

Nicodemus – A Pharisee and member of the Jewish ruling council who asked Jesus how a man could be born again (John 3:4)

Passover – Jewish festival remembering when God delivered Israel out of slavery in Egypt 


Peter – One of Jesus' twelve apostles; also called Simon; a leader in the early Christian church; preached on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2; according to church historians, Mark relied on Peter's accounts of Christ's life to write his gospel

Pharisees – Jewish religious sect from the first century known for their strict observance of the Law; believed in the future resurrection, but also believed that God would not intervene until Israel became obedient to the Law

Pilate – Roman prefect under Tiberius Caesar from A.D. 26 to 36 who authorized Jesus’ crucifixion; also known as Pontius Pilate

pisteuo – Greek word (transliteration) meaning "believe"

Polycarp – (ca. A.D. 69 – 156) Church father and bishop of Smyrna who was a disciple of the apostle John and was martyred for his Christian faith

Polycrates – Bishop of Ephesus in the end of the 2nd century

Qumran – Archaeological site near the Dead Sea where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in caves during the last half of the 20th century

rabbi – Jewish name for "teacher"

Rylands Papyrus / Papyrus 52 (P52) – Name given to the earliest known fragment of the New Testament (part of the Gospel of John); dates from around A.D. 100-150 

Salome – Mother of John (author of the fourth gospel); possibly the sister of Mary (the mother of Jesus)

Samaritans – People of Samaria whose pagan ancestors had intermarried with Israelites living in the northern kingdom; practiced a syncretistic form of the Jewish religion; considered by the Jews to be unclean and despicable

semeion – Greek word (transliteration) meaning “sign”; used by John in regard to Jesus’ miracles

skenoō – Greek word (transliteration) meaning to dwell or reside; related to the Greek noun skēnē, meaning “tent” or “tabernacle”

tabernacle – Movable tent in which the Ark of the Covenant was kept and in which God showed his special presence to Israel

temple –Building in Jerusalem where the Israelites worshiped God and where God promised to be present with his people in a special way; destroyed in 586 B.C., later rebuilt, and destroyed again in A.D. 70

Tertullian – (ca. A.D. 155-230) Early Christian writer and church father from Carthage who wrote Against Marcion and popularized the Latin terminology used to discuss the Trinity


Thomas – One of the original twelve disciples; known for doubting that Jesus was really resurrected 

Trajan – Roman emperor from A.D. 98 to 117; known for expanding the Roman empire, ruling justly, and caring for the citizens of Rome, including the poor

Transfiguration – Event recorded in Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-8, and Luke 9:28-36 when Jesus was revealed to his disciples in glory
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