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How to use this lesson and study guide
· Before you watch the lesson
· Preparation — Complete any recommended readings.
· Schedule breaks — Review the outline and the time codes to determine where to begin and end your viewing session. IIIM lessons are densely packed with information, so you may want to schedule breaks. Breaks should be scheduled at major divisions in the outline.

· While you are watching the lesson
· Notes — Use the Notes section to follow the lesson and to take additional notes. Many of the main ideas are already summarized in the notes, but make sure to supplement these with your own notes. You should also add supporting details that will help you remember, describe and defend the main ideas.
· Pause/replay portions of the lesson — You may find it helpful to pause or replay the video at certain points in order to write additional notes, review difficult concepts, or discuss points of interest.
· After you watch the lesson
· Review Questions — Answer review questions in the space provided. Review questions should be completed individually rather than in a group. 
· Application Questions — Application questions are appropriate for written assignments or as topics for group discussions. For written assignments, it is recommended that answers not exceed one page in length.
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Notes

I.
Introduction 

Traditional systematic theologians are committed to exploring, explaining and defending sound Christian theology. An essential part of that commitment is expressing Christian beliefs in theological propositions.

II.
Orientation 

Theological propositions undergird all of the explanations, argumentations, defenses and persuasive techniques that we find in systematics.

A.
Definition 

In the discipline of systematic theology, there is one main way theology is verbalized, and that is through theological propositions. “A theological proposition is an indicative sentence that asserts as directly as possible at least one factual theological claim.”

1.
Indicative 
As systematic theologians present their points of view they use all kinds of expressions, but the dominant mode of expression in systematic theology is straightforward indicative statements.

2.
Factual 
Propositions are designed to assert factual claims. Propositions identify and describe facts.

Quantity:
· The subject of a universal proposition includes every member of a set without exception. 

· Other propositions are “particular” because their subjects include only some members of a larger set.

Quality:

· Affirmative propositions state positively that something is true.

· Propositions may also have a negative quality.

3.
Theological 
Theological propositions make factual theological claims. Systematicians focus attention on theology proper by making statements that directly concern God.

Systematic theologians also concern themselves with general theology, claims about aspects of creation as they relate to God.

4.
Direct 
Systematic theologians seek to express their views with heightened concern for being direct or straightforward.

B.
Legitimacy 
The claims of systematic theology are more than the expression of religious sentiments. They are proven and disproved by the empirical test of Scripture.

Two challenges to using theological propositions:

· Doctrine of divine incomprehensibility

We can’t know God fully, but we can know him in part when he reveals himself to us.

It is legitimate to state what he has revealed.

· Modern scientific rationalism

The infallible Scriptures are the clearest and most authoritative source of evidence for testing theological viewpoints.

C.
Place 
Building systematic theology requires four main steps:

· Technical terms:

· Propositions:

· Doctrinal statements:

· Comprehensive system of beliefs:

III.
Formation 
The processes by which experienced systematicians create their propositions are enormously complex. 

A.
Philosophical Interactions 
Many claims that appear in systematic theology stem from philosophical discussions. 

Although we must be aware of the dangers, Christian theologians have been right to interact with various philosophies.

B.
Interpretation of Scripture 
The Bible is by far the most important source for theological propositions in systematics.

1.
Challenges 
The Scriptures present at least two challenges to forming theological propositions.

a.
Literary Variety 
A number of genres appear throughout the Bible and combine with each other in countless ways.

· Genres
· Expressions

b.
Doctrinal Arrangement 
Scripture does not deal with particular themes in complete, discrete units, instead the same topic is often addressed in bits and pieces scattered here and there throughout the Bible.

2.
Factual Reduction 
Systematicians use the strategy to overcome the challenge of literary variety in the Bible. Factual reduction is the process of focusing on the theological facts that biblical passages teach, and marginalizes other dimensions of these same passages.

When biblical passages are very similar to theological propositions, systematicians simply note the explicit and implicit facts presented in a biblical text, and then focus on those facts that are pertinent to their discussions.

When biblical passages are not so similar to theological propositions Systematicians notice the literary features of passages so that they can identify the facts that these passages teach. Then they use those delineated facts in their discussions of theology.

If a passage employs figures of speech, systematicians tend to explain what those figures of speech mean plainly.  

3.
Factual Collation 
Systematicians deal with the challenge of the bible’s doctrinal arrangement through “factual collation.” 

Systematicians collect passages from all over the Bible as they form their propositions.

a.
Repetitive Collation 
Systematicians often form theological propositions by drawing from passages that repeat the same basic idea.

One way to confirm that we’ve understood the claim of one passage correctly is to show that the same claim is repeated in other parts of the Bible.

b.
Compositional Collation 
Systematicians find various factual claims throughout the bible, and collect these to form larger, multifaceted theological assertions.

IV.
Values and Dangers 
Theological propositions in systematic theology have both values and dangers.

A.
Christian Living 
Christian living amounts to the process of personal sanctification and this takes place on three levels:
· Conceptual (orthodoxy)
· Behavioral (orthopraxis) 
· Emotional (orthopathos) 
 1.
Enhancement 
Clearly and succinctly express many crucial aspects of our faith.
2.
Hindrance 
Theological propositions are typically rather abstract about matters other than those we’re facing.  As result, they cannot offer sufficient guidance for the practical decisions we must make.

B.
Interaction in Community 
Interaction in Community helps us focus on the importance of the body of Christ in our lives. There are three important dimensions of interaction within the Christian community:
· Christian heritage (the witness of the Holy Spirit’s work in the church of the past)
· Present Christian community (the witness of Christians living today) 
· Private judgment (the witness of our personal conclusions and convictions)

1.
Enhancement 
Becoming aware of the fundamental theological propositions of systematic theology is one of the best ways to become a more discerning follower of Christ.

2.
Hindrance 
Sometimes Christians so closely attach themselves to a set of propositions that they have a difficult time interacting in positive ways with other believers who may not say things in exactly the same way. 

Even the best theological propositions are limited in scope. And all are flawed in one way or another.

C.
Exegesis 
Exegesis is vital to building Christian theology because it is our most direct access to God’s special revelation in Scripture. There are three main ways the Holy Spirit has led the church to interpret Scriptures: 
· Literary analysis (picture)
· Historical analysis (window)
· Thematic analysis (mirror)

1.
Enhancement 
Propositions clarify the theological claims that are spread throughout the Bible.

2.
Hindrance 
When we habitually highlight only factual claims, we cut ourselves off from many things that God offers us in Scripture. 

Three interconnected dimensions of all biblical texts.

· Informative impact (facts):

· Directive impact (morals):

· Affective impact (emotions):

V.
Summary 

Review Questions
1. 
Describe the four aspects that form the definition of propositions in Systematic Theology.

2. 
Explain why the process of building theology with propositions is legitimate.

3. 
Explain the place theological propositions have within the process of building systematic theology. 

4. 
How does an understanding of propositions help us build systematic theology?

5. 
Explain how Systematicians form propositions from their interaction with Philosophy. 

6. 
Explain how Systematicians overcome the challenges of forming propositions from the Bible.

7. 
Why is it important to interact with both philosophy and Scripture when forming theological propositions?

8. 
Describe how Christian living enhances and hinders the formation of theological propositions. 

9. 
Describe how interaction in community enhances and hinders the formation of theological propositions.

10. 
Describe how exegesis enhances and hinders the formation of theological propositions.

11. 
How does a better understanding of the dangers of propositions in theology help us benefit from propositions in theology?

Application Questions
1. How can the legitimate use and place of propositions throughout history help you today in communicating the doctrines of the Christian faith?

2. How do you reconcile the use of philosophy in the formation of systematics?

3. How does scriptural support help determine where to place your beliefs on the “cone of certainty”?

4. How does becoming aware of fundamental theological propositions aide you in becoming a more discerning follower of Christ?

5. Explain why it is important not only to get the facts straight, but also to have the right morals and emotions? 
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